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Facts About
CONSERVATION PROGRAM

cc

160

by
Everett E. Peterson, Agric ultural Economist
University of~aska
1.

What is the Great Plains Cons e r-

It is a volunta1· y program to as sist farmer s a nd ranchers in the
Gre a t Plains region to develop, financ e and carry out long-range l and
us e , c rapping and conservat ion plans
on their farm and ran ch un its .

T h e purpose of the program i s to
en::: oarage better adjustment to
Plains co nditions and to bring abo'..lt
greater stability in the farming and
ranching of the area . It is
federal
program established by Publ i c L aw
1021 of t he 84th Congress. This p ro gram was c ooperatively developed by
agencies of the Unit ed S:ates Depart ment of Agriculture a n d will be h a ndl e d at t he l ocal level under th e leadership of the Soil Cons e r vat io n
Service.
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5.

What should a "plan of operations 11 i nclude?

A plan of operations developed
for a farm or ranch will include a t
l east t he foll owing:

hi s

~

'ft"'

~- F ile an ~e.il'tlc~"il'l. fo r
ass istance on GP F~ N These
forms may be ootaiR~/at County Exte!lsi.oD, FHA, A~,...andSCS offices .
Completed appli~;Lo;l.s will be t ransmitted to the local SCS o ffi ce .
St~p 2. Develop a "plan of operations ·· for his farm or ranch as a
basis for a cos t - sharin g contract.
Each plan o f operations must meet
SCS s tandards for farm and ranch
conservation planning.

AREA

(1) Name .ofthe f armer or ranc her and lo cation of the operating unit
(farm or ranc h).

(2) A c onservation- plan map of
the farm or ranc h with each field
c le arly marked for i de ntification;
conservation practices and changes
in l and use and c ropping systems can
be indicated on this map .
(3) A brief statement for each
cor1servation t reat ment unit in t he
fa rm or ranch describing how the
l and will be used and treated. A conser-vation tre a tment unit is a field or
part o f t he farm or ranch w ith com mon c har ac teristics and require ment s as to land use, manag ement
and cons ervation practices.
This
statement should include the field
identification, acreage invol ved,conser vation practices to be applied, and
c ropping or grazing plans.
(4) A time schedule (GP Form 3)
for each conservation treatment unit
sl}owing amount and kinds of prac tices to be ap;:>lied each year. These
prac ti c es should be lis ted in order
of priority for application or i nstal l a ti on .
6.

Counties desi gnated by the Secretary of Agriculture for
starting work in the Great Plains Conservation Program .

2.

Does it apply to all c ounties in
Ne bra ska?

No , it will a_;:Jplyonly to ·:::ou nt ies
i n the Plains proper as re commended
by the State P rogram Committ e e and
designated b y the Secretary of Agriculture. Counties eligible for recommenda tion include all counties
west of the heavy n orth - south lin e
shown orr Figure 1. Coun ties crosshat c hed o" the map have been recommended on the basis of climatic and
erosion hazards, lo cal interest in
a n d leadership for th e program; and
have been designated by the Secretary of Agriculture for starting work
in this program .
3.

Are all farmers a nd ranc hers in
des1gnated counties ehgi bl e to
p a rtic1pate?

Any farme r or ran cher who controls (owns or rents) land considered
as an operating unit (farm or ran ch)
can ta..kepartintheprogram . Ala.."'ld-

St ep 3 . Sign. a cost - s har ing con tract (GP Form 2) w ith the U.S. Department of Agriculture a s prepared
by the loca l Work Unit Conserva tionist and based upon the farmer's
or rancher's plan of operations .
Step. 4. Carry out the c hanges in
land use, cropping systems and conservation practices as provided in
his plan of op e r ations a nd c ost- sharing contr act. R eceiving cost- sharing
payments depends upon satisfactory
performance of these provisions as
ra_;:Jidly as weather and in di vi dual fi nancial resour ces perm it .
Step 5 . Appl y fo r cost -sha ring
payme n t s a t his lo cal SCS office.
Afte r the application has been made,
the Work Unit Co:1servationist will
v.i.sit the farm or ranc;1 to look over
the completed part or parts of the
plans of operati on. He will a lso
c:1eck to s ee that no practices have
been adopted which tend to defeat the
purposes of the progr am.

Can a farmer or ranch er get help
in preparing a plan of op~!Catio:Js.:c_

SCS will pro vide technical h elp
in developing and c arrying out a plan
of o;:>erations on 'lis farm or ran :::h .
H e can also get information 'l.nd advice on the management prac tices
a nd proole ms, and on the expected
ne t income from differe:1t crop a nd
live stock syste m s from h is Co'.lnty
Agri cultu ral Agent. Informatio n on
establishing shelterbelts and win dbreaks can be obtained f rom the s ,_ ate
Foreste r .
7.

What does the "cost -sharing contract " involv~-

The c ost-sharing contract is a
written a g reement between the farm er or rancher and the U . S. Dep art ment of Agric ulture. In this cont ract
the producer agrees to make land
use ch anges and to apply conservation practices a cc ording to his pla n
ofoperations. The U.S .D. A. agree s
to share in the c ost of establishing
these practices.
When the tenant on a rented farm
or ranch wishes to take part in t his
program, he must provide satis factory evidence , such as a written
lease or rental agreement, that he
will have control over the opera ting
unit for the c ontract period .

How long do these contracts run?
The period of the contract is not
less than 3 years and not more than
10 years. Under the present law, all
c ontracts shall end not later than
December 31, 1971. Within these
limits, the contract period should
b e for the least time needed to apply
a nd establish the conservation practices included in the plan of operations which involve cost-sharing.
9.

Can contracts be amended, transferred or ended 'during the contract period?

Amendment of a contract is possible when made necessary by: (1)
loss of control of part of the farm or
ranch or acquiring of additional land;
(2) change in the time schedule of
land use and p r a c tic e application;
failure to carry out a provision of the
plan because of weather or other circumstances which do not justify ending the contract .
Contracts as such cannot be
transferred. If an owner or tenant
transfers his right of interest in the
farm or ranch during the contract
period,' the contract ends so far as
he is conserned. He then loses the
right to any further cost-share payments. He would also have tore fund all payments made previously
under the contract . These payment
losses and :refund provisions do not
apply if the new owner or tenant enters into a contract to carry out a plan
of operations under this program.
Contracts can be ended before
the expiration date: (l) by mutual
consent of the farmer or rancher and
the U . S. Department of Agriculture;
(2) for substantial violation of the
contract by following p r actices which
tend to defeat the purposes of a contract. When all the provisions of the
contract have been met and the con tract period is over, the contract
ends by expiration .
10. What happens if a contract is
violate ?

If the violation is such as to warrant ending the contract, the farmer
or rancher forfeits all rights to further cost- share payments and shall
be required to refund all payment:5
made previously.
If the violation does not justify
ending the contrac t, the farmer or
rancher may be required to accept
payment adjustments or to refund
part or all of cost - share payments
received under the contract.
Generally speaking, the purposes
of the contract would be defeated by
knowingly or negligently destroying
or breaking up a conservation prac tice in the plan of operations unless
written approval has been obtained
from SCS.
11. Wnat p a y m en t s are made to
farmers and ranchers who part
cipate m this program?
Cost - sharing payments of up to
80 per cent of the established rates
for applying or installing approved
conservation practices according to
the plan of operations will be made
after these practices are satisfac-

torily completed.
Step 5).

(See <;:uestion 4,

Payments will be issued by the
state SCS office to farmers and
ranchers receiving certificates of
performance. Payments will be
divided among the individual contract
signers according to their contribu tions in performing the practices .
Furnis h ing land or the right to use
water will not be considered as such
a contribution. It will be possible to
earn cost-share payments for some
practices under the regular ACP
program. Payments c annot be earned from both the ACP and this program for the same practice. No income or rental-type payments will
be made under this program. There
is no limit on the cost- share payment
to any one farmer or rancher except
that cost- sharing in excess of $2, 500
will not be made for constructing,
enlarging, deepening or lining dams
or ponds for irrigation .

16. Will it pay to take part in the
Great Plams Conservatwn Program?

Since no two farms · or ranches
or family situations are alike, each
farmer or rancher will need to decide whether the p ro gram will increase and stabilize his net income
in future years. The program provides for financial and technical assistance in developing and carrying
out long-range plans for best land
use, cropping system, soil and water
conservation and other management
practices under Great Plains conditions.
In reaching his decision, the farm
or ranch operator might consider the
following advantages and disadvan tages:
Advantages:
(1) Financial assistance in mak-

12. Which conservation practices are
iligible for cost sharing?

ing land use changes and in applying
well-planned conservation pr ac tic e s;

Since eligible practices may vary
from county to :: ounty, the list of
practices for a specific county should
be obtained from the local SCS orr
County Agent's Office.

(2) Technical assistance from
state and fed e ral agricultural agen cies in working out plans and putting
plans into use;

The u ;>keep ·and maintenance of
any practice of installation under this
program is the fa r mer's or rancher's
responsibility . No cost-sharing will
be available for such maintenance
after a practice is completed either
d 11 ring or after the contract period.
13. Will participation in this program
reduce farm acreage allotments?

Thelaw(P . L . 1021) provides assurance that farm acreage allotments·
will not be reduced during the contract period because of changes in
the use of cropland required by the
contract.
14. Can land placed in conservation
treatment units under this program be grazed or h a r v e s 'tea
durmg the contract period?
Yes, grass or other crops can
be grazed or harvested from land in
this program provided such use is
consistent with good management.
The basic purpose of this program
is lar,ger and more stable net farm
income t hrough improved land use
and conservation, not p r o duct ion
control.
15 . Does this program replace the
acreage allotment, soil bank-;-anct
agricultural conservation pro grams?

No, the Great Plains Conservation Program is an additional program designed to meet special needs
and problems of farmers and ranch ers in the Plains region . Farmers
and ranchers who take part in this
program will be encouraged to use
other programs that contribute to the
objectives of greater agricultural
stability in the Great Plains.

(3) More stable and possibly
greater net farm income and there fore greater stability in the Plains
economy generally;
(4) Flexibility to permit adjustment to variat ions in weather <j.nd
farm income conditions;
(5) Participatio:I on a voluntary
basis;
(6) Flexible contract period (310 zyears) basal on time needed to
carryout the plan of operations.
Disadvantages:
(1) Entire farm or ranch operating unit must be included in the plan
of operations;

(2) Contract of 3-10 years with
possible refund of payments if practices are followed which tend t<? defeat contract purposes;
(3) Uncertainty of length of ten ure on rented farms and ranches with
problems of landlord-tenant relationships if owner or tenant should
change during contract period;
(4) Farm and ranch planning and
management is made more complicated by adding another program to
consider;
(5) Individual farm or ranch ap proach may not be adequate for problems affecting several farm or
ranch units or larger areas, such as
soil blowing and flooding.
For More Info rmation
( 1) Attend meetings in your area
to explain this program;

(2) Visit your county SCS, Extension or ASC office;
(3) Watch for. circular letters,
news releases and radio and, television programs.
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